Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 STATE 151287 TOSEC 070030 
ORIGIN PA-02 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-00 SS-15 SSO-00 CCO-00 /018 R 

DRAFTED BY PA/M:GJMOORE 
APPROVED BY PA/M:DONEWBERRY 
S/S-0 - MR. R. CASTRODALE 
DESIRED DISTRIBUTION 
PA, PA/PRS, S/S 

059773 142215Z/70 

P 142113ZJUN78ZFP4 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO USDEL SECRETARY PRIORITY 

UNCLAS STATE 151287 TOSEC 070030 

FOR CARTER FROM PA 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: SOPN, OVIP (VANCE) 

SUBJECT: PRESS MATERIAL 


Message Text 


1 . HEREWITH FULL TEXT WASHINGTON POST ARTICLE, WEDNESDAY, 
JUNE 14, HEADED "CUBA'S AFRICAN RESPONSE." 

2. NOT CONTENT TO DENY CHARGES THAT CUBA CONSPIRED IN LAST 
MONTH'S INVASION OE ZAIRE, FIDEL CASTRO NOW SAYS THE CHARGES 
WERE BASED ON LIES MANUFACTURED BY PRESIDENTIAL ADVISER 
ZBIGNIEW BRZEZINSKI. THAT IS NASTY AND UNSUPPORTED. IT IS 
ONE THING TO ARGUE OVER THE LARGELY CIRCUMSTANTIAL- AND, 
PLAINLY, ARGUABLE EVIDENCE THE ADMINISTRATION FURNISHED TO 
BACK UP ITS ASSERTION THAT CUBA 1) TRAINED, 2) EQUIPPED AND 

3) "DID NOTHING," THOUGH WITTING, TO HALT THE KATANGESE 
FORCES. IT IS QUITE ANOTHER FOR MR. CASTRO TO SMEAR A PAR- 
TICULAR OFFICIAL. HE UNDERCUTS HIS DENIALS-AND HIS CREDIBILITY 
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BY FLEEING FROM A DISCUSSION OF THE MERITS TO AD HOMINEM 
ATTACKS. 


3. IN FACT, WHAT THE QUARREL WITH CUBA MOST DEMONSTRATES 
IS THE INADEQUACY OF CURRENT PROCEDURES FOR DEALING WITH 
HAVANA. COMMITTED AS CUBA IS TO THE ANGOLAN REGIME, ONE 
COULD NOT REALLY HAVE EXPECTED MR. CASTRO TO TELL WASHINGTON 
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OF THE PENDING KANTANGESE INCURSION-EVEN IF, AS HE CLAIMS, 

HE HAD SOUGHT TO GET THE ANGOLANS TO LEASH THE KATANGESE. 

BUT MR. CASTRO THEN WAITED ALMOST A WEEK AFTER THE INVASION, 
WHILE TENSIONS GREW, TO ASSURE WASHINGTON THAT THE CUBANS 
WERE NOT INVOLVED AND THAT HE HAD TRIED TO HALT THE IN- 
VASION. PRIVATELY, THE ADMINISTRATION ACKNOWLEDGED THOSE 
ASSURANCES WITHOUT-FOR SOME REASON-EXPRESSING ANY HINT OF 
SKEPTICISM. IN PUBLIC, HOWEVER, THE ADMINISTRATION CONTINUED 
CHARGING THE CUBANS WITH PREPARING THE KATANGESE AND WITH 
DOING NOTHING TO HEAD OFF THE INVASION. THE RESULTING CON- 
FUSION WAS ONLY COMPOUNDED WHEN THE ADMINISTRATION, IN 
BRIEFING CONGRESSMEN, FAILED TO CONVEY MR. CASTRO'S STATE- 
MENT THAT HE HAD TRIED TO STOP THE INCURSION. WHEN THAT 
LEAKED, A CHALLENGE TO THE PRESIDENT'S CREDIBILITY WAS 
THROWN INTO THE BREW. 

4. MERELY TO RECONSTRUCT THIS SEQUENCE IS TO INDICATE THE 
NEED FOR CLOSE AND CONTINUOUS DIPLOMATIC CONTACT WITH CUBA 
TO KEEP MISUNDERSTANDINGS FROM AGGRAVATING REAL DIFFERENCES. 
BUT THE BASIC PROBLEM IS NOT POOR COMMUNICATION. IT IS 

CUBA'S POLICY OF USING ITS FORCES, IN LEAGUE WITH THE ARMS 
AND ADVISERS OF THE SOVIET UNION, TO RESOLVE ONE AFTER 
ANOTHER AFRICAN DISPUTE. IF MR. CASTRO WISHES TO DEMONSTRATE 
GOOD FAITH IN AFRICA, LET HIM DO SO IN TWO PLACES WHERE CON- 
FLICTS ARE CURRENTLY RAGING: ERITREA AND RHODESIA. 
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5. IN ERITREA, SUCH A DEMONSTRATION IS NOT ENTIRELY FAR- 
FETCHED. LONG BEFORE CUBA BEGAN HELPING NEWLY REVOLUTIONARY 
ETHIOPIA REPEL INVADERS FROM SOMALIA, HAVANA PRONOUNCED THE 
ERITREAN RESISTANCE AN AUTHENTIC MARXIST-LENINIST LIBERATION 
MOVEMENT. SO IT IS THAT CUBA, AND ALSO THE SOVIET UNION, 

ARE HOLDING BACK FROM THE FULL MILITARY COMMITMENT THE 
ETHIOPIANS DEMAND TO CRUSH WHAT THEY CALL ERITREAN "SECES- 
SIONISTS." THE COMPROMISE THAT CUBA MAY FAVOR FOR ETHIOPIA 
AND ERITREA DOES NOT SEEM ALL THAT DIFFERENT FROM THE NE- 
GOTIATED FEDERAL SOLUTION NOW ENDORSED BY THE UNITED STATES. 
CUBAN AND AMERICAN (AND SOVIET) DIPLOMATS MIGHT WELL QUIET- 
LY TALK ABOUT IT. 

6. IN RHODESIA EXISTS A LARGER OPPORTUNITY FOR MR. CASTRO 

TO DEMONSTRATE HE IS NO ADVENTURIST. THE PROSPECT OF HEAVY, 
DIRECT CUBAN SUPPORT IS WHAT HAS INCLINED THE PATRIOTIC 
FRONT TO STAY IN THE BATTLEFIELD. MR. CASTRO SHOULD BE 
STEERING THE GUERRILLAS INTO POLITICAL COMPROMISE. HIS RE- 
CRIMINATIONS OVER THE LAST INCURSION ARE NO SUBSTITUTE FOR A 
CLEAR-CUT COMMITMENT TO FAIR AND PEACEABLE CHANGE IN CON- 
FLICTS STILL OPEN. AT ANNAPOLIS, MR. CARTER INVITED "ALL OTHER 
POWERS " TO JOIN IN THAT ENTERPRISE. WHAT IS CUBA'S RESPONSE? 
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